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Friday, 18 October, is International DLD
Awareness Day - so what is it?
Developmental Language Disorder is a
condition affecting seven per cent of
people, or two children in every class of 30.
It’s usually diagnosed in childhood, but is a
life-long condition, affecting a person’s
understanding and/or talking, reading and
writing. They may have difficulty with
instructions, questions, conversations, and
finding the right word.
They can also struggle to order thoughts
logically, which affects interactions with
others and expressing feelings, making the
formation of friendships difficult.
Those with DLD are at risk of leaving
education earlier, with fewer qualifications.
They are also likely to have anxiety,
depression and suffer from low
self-esteem.
in the Integrated Therapy Service (ITS)
diagnose DLD and support children. They
work to identify and decrease its impact
and if possible improve speech, language
and/or communication skills and increase
the skills of those supporting the child. For
information about the service visit here.

No Pens Wednesday takes place this November.
It’s a national day of speaking and listening
activities. The event promotes spoken language
and listening skills and their crucial role in learning
and life, but taking part can also help teachers to
identify and support children with speech,
language and communication needs.
Spoken language is taking over in schools and
colleges across the country on Wednesday 13
November 2019.
Sign up and download the promotional
materials so you can shout out about taking part!

Britain’s Got Talent winner,
comedian Lee Ridley (pictured),
is among the keynote speakers
at Selworthy School’s
conference this year.
Entitled Overcoming Barriers, it
takes place on Friday, 25
October at the school in
Taunton from 9am to 3.15pm
Lee - also know as AKA Lost
Voice Guy - is unable to talk
and is the first comedian in
Britain to use a communication
aid in his routines.

Inspirational
speaker Alex
Lowery, who
was
diagnosed
with autism
at four is
also on the programme.
There will also be workshops
and a chance to network.
Book now - places are limited.
Call 01823 284970 or email

October is ADHD
Awareness Month.
It’s a chance to myth bust
around some of the issues
surrounding attention-deficit/
hyperactivity disorder which
affects children, young
people and adults across the
world. The aim is to arm
people with reliable
information about ADHD and
encourage those affected to
seek assessment and
treatment. There’s loads
more information here.

